GENEALOGY RESEARCH
PROJECT CHECKLIST

1 - DEFINE YOUR FOCUS

2 - GATHER WHAT YOU HAVE

Choose one ancestor or family line

OO

Write down what you already know,

including names, dates and locations

(O Formulate simple research
questions: Who were John Smith’s
parents? When were they married?

3 - ORGANIZE YOUR

INFORMATION

Start a pedigree chart or family
group sheet for each family line
Set up folders (digital and/or paper)
for each surname or family line
Begin a simple research log to track

O O O O

Back up your digital files on an
external hard drive

5 - EVALUATE YOUR FINDINGS

(O Compare records for consistency, be
cautious of crowd-sourced, unvetted
information

(O Ask: Does this evidence support or
conflict with my research questions?

(O Update charts and notes as you go

your efforts (notebook, spreadsheet)

(O Collect family documents
(letters, photos, diaries, albums)

O Make copies or scans to preserve
your originals

(O Talk to relatives, record oral history
interviews

4 - EXPLORE KEY RECORD TYPES

(O Sign up for a free account on
FamilySearch

(O Start with census records and vital
records (birth, death, marriage)

O Document your search strategies
and note results in your research log

6 - SET YOUR NEXT STEPS

O List your unanswered questions

(O Decide what records to explore next
(church, land, military, immigration)

(O Plan avisit to a library, archives or
local history organization for further
assistance: When in doubt, ask a
librarian!
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